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Based on the gospel for 4 July, Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time: Mark 6:1-6 

“A prophet is despised only in his own country, among his own relations and in his own
house.”  

Who do they think they are? We have likely all heard this familiar put down and witnessed its
power to hold people back and suppress ideas. It is Jesus’ experience as he returns to his
hometown and finds himself dismissed as just “the carpenter, the son of Mary.”  
 
Though aware of his miracles and astonished by his wisdom, the people of Nazareth cannot
believe that God could act through someone so familiar. Their closed hearts and minds make
them unable to receive the transformation and healing which Jesus could have brought.   
 
This is a trap that we can fall into all too easily, missing much wisdom because we do not expect it
from ordinary people. 
 
The culture of encounter, which Pope Francis challenges us to engage in, provides a helpful
corrective. We are invited to leave our comfort zones and, enriched by our differences, engage
deeply with others. As we do so we come to see the wonder in the familiar and recognise the
presence of God in each person.  
 
With our hearts open to the other, to dialogue and relationship, we may find ourselves
experiencing the presence of God more often than we thought possible.

Loving God,   
send us your spirit of encounter.  
Enable us to recognise your presence in each person,  
to see the world as you do   
and love it with your love.  
Amen. 
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No one beyond reach
No one should be beyond the reach of the
love and support they need to thrive. Do you
agree?

Sign your name

Summer FUNraiser
Are you a wannabe Olympian, tennis pro or
football star? Take on an active challenge for
CAFOD this summer. 

Sign up

Reflection on leadership
For the feast of St Peter and St Paul earlier
this week, Linda from our Theology team
reflected on what makes a good leader.

Read more

This reflection and prayer were written by Caroline Stanton of our Theology team. 

 

This CAFOD email includes weekly reflections on a gospel passage. To ensure your email newsletter reaches

you every time, add news@email.cafod.org.uk to your address book or contacts list. We protect your privacy and

don’t share personal data with third parties. Read our privacy notice. 
 

The Catholic Agency for Overseas Development (CAFOD) is the official aid agency of the Catholic Church in

England and Wales and part of Caritas International. Charity no 1160384 and company no 09387398. © CAFOD

2021 If you don’t wish to hear from us any more, we’re sorry to see you go, but you can unsubscribe 
 

Catholic Agency for Overseas Development 
Romero House, 55 Westminster Bridge Road, 

https://click.email.cafod.org.uk/?qs=f514639df5594180232a09517e81834d68708b4ebac86fedde1b10e5695699ecc1a0b48de0bb353270dbdb7b1fa060b6d64d4562af2dbd0b
https://click.email.cafod.org.uk/?qs=f514639df5594180045d41918a1a218a0532b5ab432810851345550e9cc55a471edb184cf2661447475ffabb425a8fccc1415acafc58b563
https://click.email.cafod.org.uk/?qs=f514639df5594180119fb1185cdc458bc977055b52b5a1c2bd47fe8176e65ad63298b2df8e886f99becd467fe1cfc219062194eb4a85aa6f
https://click.email.cafod.org.uk/?qs=f514639df559418085077aed367ddce4ea9e904631f31c5928753b4f6678f3bea5731ebff548f970e0683269f93a3080f64e947a8b347a0b
https://click.email.cafod.org.uk/?qs=f514639df55941804f51a3edd83377b4c9c8d9b2b84227c08c32eaec99353d07f9343edd9bf8809e5aafea5b008dccbca0c4c6e6139d433e
https://click.email.cafod.org.uk/?qs=f514639df559418088e2cc61b10c97914b5719fd13069b4b78f03b7ceae92e200760175ad6a89a0c4e54f2cd9110cd7931743b9268901151
https://click.email.cafod.org.uk/?qs=f514639df55941801b6ff75cb685f7d9e41872b13fd0a10edea7baa7a1d750b6297f4c43d38cebc7cbc730b398232d09c74b3547ad1937fb
https://click.email.cafod.org.uk/?qs=f514639df5594180888430616015a2cfac0697c7ccf4231621422b15e117fb6fb699712a15e8215dd68bf1feb8d982f775eba0b6a51aff91
https://click.email.cafod.org.uk/?qs=f514639df559418047c56edf10965eb8b2969810d58bd14007ad079d58ae3915f0948fe71e98b27790358b4c6d1fc5eeb57b27d2234d3bae
https://click.email.cafod.org.uk/?qs=f514639df5594180ccead7e2559e0e7f70dfbdf31e7e477cb6a9f9296e74c101a8ec9407de4ce319e94cba140ded80bda11efcf23848993c
https://click.email.cafod.org.uk/?qs=f514639df5594180c2699db63a1142e966b051dc63a3f913ee32bfe636a470fa1b5286c68de3228e74b247afea5a66b09f6f3b539776b1bd
https://click.email.cafod.org.uk/?qs=f514639df5594180f54112a6d386347e48ccbf37cacf0aea79ab0f6bb8b7a7fa210e2ccf37f3843699477db79f6b2f9d9384756b24c53013


7/2/2021 CAFOD

https://view.email.cafod.org.uk/?qs=20adabeaeb4655ff698e3b34d39b66f196c085247a30b6b3141bf6ac7bbcf1bdda9a3096d7af038a9fcdb649a6a… 3/3

London, 
SE1 7JB, 


